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1. Reference is madé’to‘your'fequést'dated 22 September
1983 that this Agency‘proviQe'comments on the Subject report.

2. The OTA draft report on the validity of the polygraph
appears to be a reasonable effort to present a comprehensive
and objectiyve'analysis gf a‘multitude ‘of studies on the . o
polygraph. -However; we,ideg"little applicability of this -~
unclassified research.data 't the Central Intelligence Agency,
which utilizes‘&ifféréﬁﬁwtethniques“andﬁprdceddréé on a wide
variety of sensTtinﬁté$fing“programs:VwIn”effect;cwe endorse
your conclusion’that/ thé'cumulative OTA research evidence
""is not directly releydnt to proposed.Gévernment ises of
the polygraph ."h'r‘_r' e "“1“': ‘5:‘:2' "".’Ifll\ I"'n-"-'.',"." i ’,'“i e AL T S PO LS
3. As was mehtﬁonﬁﬁﬁseveral‘monthS"ago'during‘discussions
of our polygraph progrdm; we:found it 'extremely difficult to
properly present our. datd, in an unclassified forum. We ‘
reiterate‘that.this'Aggncypruld be willing to discuss our T
experience with polygraph tésting .in any closed and classified L

hearing that migh;fbéjh§¥dﬂon this issue. S o
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4. - Our position'is“'that:35 years of working experience
with the polygraph represents indisputable evidence of its /
utility. As ung,infﬁhehAgeﬂcy}jthe polygraph has emerged as

the single most ¢ fecpiyg'tachnlqug to 'detect information

bearing on security agceptability.. The incidence of security
disapprovals occasioned.in whole or-in’part by the polygraph

interview is oyerwhélming in’the statistical sense. The
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machine is not 1nfa,111ble and iwe do not dispute the possibility

¢ s of “false: Tregatlvmr*fai‘se*p051t1ves*'however, the existence

of these possibilities does; ‘not, 'support an argument against
its overall value. ' Except- for the polygraph, CIA would now
be staffed with hundreds .of individuals who would not meet the
accepted security _standands”.for, 1n;&t1a1 or contlnued employment
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